Humane Society of South Mississippi

2615 Hwy 49

Gulfport, MS 39501

(228) 863-4394 ext 123

foster@hssm.org
Thanks so much for agreeing to foster puppies or kittens.

We are asking each foster family to commit to three week intervals of fostering. We are going to rotate foster families so that no one has puppies or kittens constantly, unless a family wishes to do so.

Please read the following before fostering:

1. Please be sure that the animals in your house are up to date on vaccinations. Please do not commit to fostering if you have an animal that has a compromised immune system.

2. Please do not take a litter if you know that you will be out of town during times that you have committed to having that litter.

3. Please do not take puppies and kittens out of your house.

Please try to limit the number of people, other than the immediate family, that handle the animals.

The idea of quarantine is to limit, as much as possible, their exposure to new disease. Also, if a disease has been contracted before the imposed quarantine, it will usually show up during this time. The shelter vet will then need to be contacted for advice on treatment.

4. Please wash your hands as much as possible after handling the puppies or kittens. Be careful of very young children handling the animals. Puppies and kittens are usually very squirmy.

5. Please try to get to know the animals in your care as much as possible. Feel free to name them and keep records of their behavior. This information is very useful in placing them in the most appropriate homes.
Puppies and kittens should be fed 3 times a day. 

Fresh water should be available at all times.

HEALTH CONCERNS

The Foster Care Coordinator should be contacted for the following:

1. Any hair loss (possible mange), circular lesions (ringworm),

odor (bacterial skin infection) and excessive scratching (fleas

and/or ticks) – please only use mild puppy shampoo or Dawn Soap for bathing, not flea and tick shampoo.

2. Vomiting or diarrhea, especially with blood.

3. Not eating or drinking.

4. Lethargy (listlessness) – often animals react to being vaccinated but we cannot assume this.

5. Coughing, runny eyes and/or nose (especially with green or white discharge from eyes and/or nose)

Feel free to access the following websites for more information on

puppy and kitten health:

www.healthypet.com
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